
Year 5 Science: Earth and spaceSt Peter’s Primary School

What I should already know:

About the natural world around me 

including the four seasons, the weather 

associated with these and how day 

length varies.

That light from the sun can be 

dangerous and ways to protect my 

eyes.

That we need light to see things and 

that dark is the absence of light.

At the end of this topic, I will know:

Describe the movement of the Earth 

and other planets relative to the sun 

in the solar system.

Describe the movement of the moon 

relative to the Earth.

Describe the sun, Earth and moon as 

approximately spherical bodies.

Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation 

to explain day and night and the 

apparent movement of the sun 

across the sky.

Vocabulary
solar system A collection of planets, moons and 

the sun.
planets A roughly spherical object which 

orbits a star.
star A luminous ball of gas in space with 

radiating points.
spherical A shape that is spherical is round like 

a ball.
orbit The path an object takes around 

another object because of gravity.
sun The star at the centre of our solar 

system which releases heat and light. 
celestial body An object in space.
Earth The planet that we live on.
satellite An object that orbits a planet or a 

star.
moon A natural satellite that orbits Earth.
night When it is dark on the half of Earth 

that is facing away from the Sun
day When it is light on the half of Earth 

that is facing the sun.
gravity An invisible force  that pulls things to 

the centre of Earth. (or other 
planets).

rotates To turn around a central axis.
Geocentric A model that proposed that the Earth 

was at the centre of the Solar 
System.

Heliocentric A model that proposed that the sun 
was at the centre of the Solar 
System.

Key Facts:
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