
Vocabulary
 Light We can see objects because our eyes 

can sense light. 

 Dark Darkness is the absence of light.

 Light source Some objects emit their own light 
and are sources of light (the sun, 

lightbulbs, candles)
 Transparent A material that is completely see 

through so all the light can pass 
through.

 Translucent A material that lets some light 
through but not all of it.

 Opaque A material that light cannot pass 
through. You cannot see through it.

 Shadow These are formed when an object 
blocks light.

 Reflect When light bounces off a surface.

 Mirror A sheet of glass or metal that 
reflects light .

Key Facts:
 We need light to be able to see things. Light 
travels in a straight line. When light hits an 

object, it is reflected (bounces off.

 If the reflected light hits our eyes, we can 

see the object. Some surfaces and 

materials reflect light well. Other 

materials do not reflect light well. 

 Reflective surfaces and materials can be 

very useful.
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What I should already know:

At the end of this topic, I will know:

• Some sources of light.
• Where does light come from?

• Recognising that we need light things and 
that dark is an absence of light.

• Notice that light is reflected from surfaces.
• Recognise that light from the sun can be 

dangerous and how we use protection.
• How shadows are formed when light sources 

are blocked by a solid object.
• Exploring patterns in the way that the size of 

the shadows change.
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